320         SEX  GUIDANCE  IN   FAMILY   LIFE  EDUCATION

in girls. In the privacy of one's own home, "off
duty," one may do as one pleases, and no duplicity
is involved. "Do you believe in girls' smoking,
Miss Bancroft?" "I don't object to it when a girl
is grown if she doesn't flaunt it and Observes the
conventions. High school, I think, is not the place
for it, and certainly if one's parents or one's sweet-
heart object to it, it is a small thing to give up../'

Every one has an opinion about sex education,
even when he has not read a word or heard a word
in exposition of it. Surely one would not enter
into propaganda talk with such a one at the drop
of a hat, "I don't believe in all this sex stuff.
There's too much of it already/7 is a frequent chal-
lenge. "I quite agree with you/1 you can reply in
all honesty, bearing in mind the word "stuff/' and
turn the conversation into other channels. One
doesn't allow oneself to be baited, to entertain
other people for the sake of satisfying a curiosity,
or to let oneself in for gossip. A sincere interest one
meets sincerely, but even so, very little is enough
in general conversation*

The slurs are less nonchalantly turned aside.
One resents the implication that one is "not nice"
because one teaches a better way of life. This
story, in essence, is told of D* H. Lawrence, author
and student of the sexual forces in their emotional